
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparing children for the future 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Avonhead School 
55 Avonhead Road, Christchurch 8042, New Zealand 

Ph: 348-7361 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Welcome to Avonhead Primary School. We are a full-primary school 
catering for children from 5 years of age up to 13 years (Year 1 – Year 8). 
 
We have large, attractive grounds, modern teaching spaces, heated 
swimming pool,  committed staff and delightful students who are focussed 

on real quality learning. 
 
Avonhead children are strong Cantabrians and our distinctive uniform proudly uses the colours of 
our province – red and black. We have a real global mix of children that adds to the richness of our 
school culture . We have a total of 37 different nationalities represented in the total school 
population. 
 
We have a great collective vision for the school and we will be working hard to achieve this over the 
next few years. Our approach will be encouraging and developing a sense of inquiry in learning; 
encouraging innovation; providing on-going improvement; risk-taking and entrepreneurship. We will 
continue to promote high standards and will be helping children to become thinkers and learners for 
life. We are also getting up-to-speed with ICT to help us unlock the potential of technology to 
develop quality learning. 
 
Children at Avonhead School are busy people. There are so many opportunities both in and out of 
the classroom and sometimes it is difficult to keep up with the many things that are happening 
around the school. We have a strong sporting and cultural programme and provide opportunities to 
participate in many events in the wider community that will nurture strengths and talents and 
develop leadership skills whilst fostering community spirit. You will find that as your children get 
older, the opportunities for involvement are even greater. 
 
As parents, I welcome and encourage your partnership with the school. Your involvement in school 
life, your participation in the learning programmes and your interest and support in the activities of 
your child will enrich the primary school experience which can be one of the most memorable 
stages in your child’s education. 

 
Charles Levings 
Principal 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Avonhead School Staff - 2009 
 

Principal   Charles Levings,  BEd(Hons), Adv.Dip.Tchg. FTCL 

Deputy Principal  Sue Rose, M.Tch.Lng, Dip Ed Man. 

Assistant Principal  Heather Law, BA (1st Class honours) 

 

School organisation for 2009 
 

Year 1 / 2 team: 
Room 20   Ms Kylie Beford  Year 1 
Room 1A   Ms Kerri Waterman     Year 1  
Room 1   Ms Nikki Todd   Year 1 
Room 2   Mrs Julie Collins  Year 1 
Room 3   Mrs Jo Rait      Year 1/2  
Room 4   Mrs Heather Law  Year 2  (Team leader) 
Room 5   Miss Lucy Franks     Year 2 
 

Year 3 / 4 team: 
Room 6   Ms Sharon Allen  Year 2/3  
Room 7   Mrs Elizabeth Biddick  Year 3  
Room 8   Mr Jonathan Ritchie     Year 3/4 
Room 9   Mr Stephen Simpson  Year 4 
Room 10   Mrs Amanda Rose      Year 4  (Team leader) 
 

Year 5 / 6 team: 
Room 11   Ms Chris Tweedie     Year 5/66 (Acting team leader) 
Room 12   Mrs Michelle Robinson Year 5/6 
Room 13   Miss Lisa Morrison     Year 5/6 
Room 14   Miss Kristy Jones  Year 5/6 
 

Year 7 / 8 team: 
Room 15   Mr Mark Young  Year 7/8 
Room 16   Mrs Sandie Gamperle  Year 7 /8 
Room 17   Mrs Helene Pollard     Year 7 / 8 (Team Leader) 
Room 18   Mr Ryan Pearce  Year 7 / 8 
Room 19   Mrs Marilyn Farrelly     Year 7 / 8 
 

ESOL and Reading Recovery: Mrs Jocelyn Seelen 

Learning Support:   Mrs Margaret Murphy 

ESOL Teacher Aides:  Mrs Jacqueline Breach and Mrs Youmie Kim 

Learning Support Teacher Aide :Mrs Julie Horne 

 

Office staff: 
Property Manager:  Mr Jim McCarthy 
Finance:   Mrs Karen Honeybone 
Office Manager:  Mrs Hilary Taylor 

Mrs Elvina Squire 
Librarian:   Mrs Barbara Medlock 

 

 

Board of Trustees: 2008 

 
Lewis Preston  – Chairperson, Eric Buisman, Alan Smith, Rashi Gadekar, Sam Gurney, Charles 
Levings - Principal, Chris Tweedie - Staff Rep 



 

Enrolling Your Child at Avonhead School 

 
An enrolment form must be completed for each child attending Avonhead School.  
 

New entrants are usually enrolled by the Assistant Principal who is also the 1&2 team leader; on 
Thursdays. Parents should make an appointment to see the Assistant Principal when enrolling a 
child.   
 
In order to verify the child's date of birth, the school is required to sight and retain a copy of your 
child's birth certificate and an immunisation certificate or the appropriately completed section in 
the ‘Well Child’ book. If you have chosen not to have your children immunised, this is ok but we 
need to record that they haven’t or only been partially immunised. This is a legal requirement of 
the school. If your child was not born in New Zealand, we also require a copy of yours and your 
child’s passport. Please bring these documents with you to the enrolment interview and a copy 
will be taken. 
 
New Entrant children are invited to attend three pre-entry visits to their prospective 
classroom before starting school.  These visits are usually on the three Tuesday mornings 
prior to the child turning 5 years and are arranged in consultation with the New Entrant 
teacher. 
 
The visits cover basic routines and class activities, so the children can make a more 
prepared and happy start to school.  Parents are encouraged to stay with their child on the 
first visit although some may need to stay on future visit. 
 
Children starting at the beginning of a year are invited to attend two afternoon pre-entry 
visits to their prospective classroom.  These visits are held in late November and early 
December of the previous year.  
 
Older children new to the school can be enrolled at the school office. 
 
On enrolling at Avonhead School, a Student Management agreement and a computer, 
internet and e-mail agreement form must be completed. The blue agreement form must 
be completed, on both sides, before your child can have access to the school computers. 
These will be given to you when you enrol your child.  
 
 



 

About our enrolment zone: 
All Children living in our enrolment zone are entitled to attend Avonhead School. Enrolments 
are taken at all levels throughout the year. 
 
Providing there are places available, applications are welcome from those living out of zone. 
 
Our school enrolment zone encompasses the following areas: 
North along Maidstone Rd from Whithells Rd to the Waimairi Rd intersection;  
East along Waimairi Rd and the Peer St bypass to Yaldhurst Rd; South along Yaldhurst Rd, 
down Middlepark and Epsom Rd to Racecourse Rd; West from Racecourse Rd, across 
Riccarton Racecourse and up Withells Rd to Maidstone Road Intersection. 

 
The enrolment ballots for children living outside of our zone are: 
 

Term  
Advertisement Date  

 

Application deadline  
4 pm on the following 

days  
Ballot Date  

For children who wish 
to enrol in term 1, 2009  
2 Feb ï 9 April  

 
Friday,  
12 September 2008  
 

 
Wednesday  
15 October 2008  

 
Monday  
20th October 2008  

For children who wish 
to enrol in term  2, 
2009  
27 Apr ï 3 July  

 
Friday  
23 January, 2009  

 
Friday  
20 February, 2009  

 
Monday  
23 February, 2009  

For children who wish 

to enrol in term 3, 2009  
20 July -  25 Sept  

 

Wednesday  
 8 April, 2009  

 

Wednesday  
6 May, 2009  

 

Friday  
8 May, 2009  

For children who wish 
to e nrol in term 4, 2009  
12 Oct ï 18 Dec  

 
Wednesday  
8 July, 2009  

 
Wednesday.  
4 August, 2009  

 
Friday  
7 August, 2009  

For children who wish 
to enrol in term 1, 2010  
2 February ï 1 April  

 
Friday  
11 September 2009  

 
Tuesday  
13 October 2009  

 
Friday  
16 October 2009  

 

General Information 
 

 

School Attendance Times 
Children are expected to arrive at school between 8.30am and 8.50am.  Children who arrive 
before 8.30am are to be seated outside Rooms 13 - 16 or wait in the hall foyer if it is wet.    
Bell times are as follows:   8.55am school starts 
     10.40am  morning interval starts 
     11.00am morning interval finishes 
     12.30pm lunchtime starts 
     1.00pm detention bell 
     1.25pm end of lunchtime 
     3.00pm end of school 
 
Children are expected to leave for home as quickly as possible at 3pm and use the patrolled 
road crossings. 
 
When children first start school most take time to adjust to the more formal routines and the 
longer primary school day.  This can be very taxing on a five year old and an earlier finishing 
time may be advisable and recommended by the New Entrant Teacher. 

 



 

School term dates: 2009 
 Term 1: Tuesday, 3rd February to Thursday, 9

th
 April 

Term 2: Monday 27
th
 April to Friday, 3

rd
 July 

 Term 3: Monday 20th July to Friday 25
th
 September 

 Term 4: Monday 12
th
 October to Friday 18

th
 December 

 

       Statutory holidays: 
Waitangi Day: Friday 6

th
 February 

Easter: Friday 10th April (included in 1
st
 term holidays) 

Queen’s Birthday: Monday, !st June 
Anzac: Falls on a Saturday! 

Labour day: Monday, 26
th
 October 

Canterbury Anniversary day: Friday, 13
th
 November 

Teacher Only day holidays for children: – Wednesday, 14
th
 October 

  

Reporting Absences or Late Arrivals 
If your child is going to be absent or late for school on any day, parents are asked to inform 
the school by telephone on the day of absence.  A check of absences is made daily, shortly 
after the commencement of class. If your child is absent and no message has been received, 
the school secretary will telephone home to check why your child has not arrived at school. 
We need to know that your child is safe.  If we can’t get hold of you, we will ring the 
emergency numbers you have provided. We need to know your child is safe! It saves a lot of 
time if parents ring and leave a message at school.   We have an answerphone that can take 
your absence notices 24 hours a day. 

 

Health 
The School Health Nurse visits the school regularly and any specific health problems can be 
relayed to her.  Specialist services are available to parents if required - this includes speech 
therapy, educational psychology, and health services such as hearing, vision testing and 
general health checks.   
Dental treatment is free and provided on a regular basis at the Avonhead School Dental 
Clinic, telephone 348 4677. 
 
If children are unwell at school, parents are contacted and a request made that the children 
be collected and taken home.  An emergency contact person is important to stand in when 
we cannot contact parents in such circumstances. 
If children have medication that has been prescribed, could parents please contact school.  
This medication must be held in the school office, to be administered by office staff as 
prescribed. It is recommended that medication such as bee sting pills also be kept in the 
school office for emergencies. Inhalers are kept in classrooms so children have ready access 
to them. 

 

Terms and Holidays 
Term dates and holidays are set by the Ministry of Education and vary from year to year. The 
school year is divided into four terms with holidays of two weeks usually in April, July and 
October and the main summer holidays in December and January. The dates of the terms 
are outlined above. 

 

Reporting To Parents 
Teachers formally report on the progress made by individual children on at least three 
separate occasions during the year. 
 



 

Parent-Teacher interviews are held in February, and June of each year.  Written reports go 
home with children at the end of November. 
 
Parents of New Entrants have an interview with their class teacher after the children have 
had about six weeks at school.  This is arranged by the class teacher to discuss transition to 
school and to share early assessment results. 
 
In addition to the arranged interview and reports, parents are encouraged to contact the 
class teacher or senior teacher if concerns arise.  Please phone to arrange an appointment 
and briefly outline the matter you wish to discuss. 
 
All information relating to your child or family is held confidential to the school and you as the 
parents or guardians. A copy of the school Privacy Policy is available from the school office. 

 

Student Management 
Teachers and staff at Avonhead School maintain a high standard of acceptable student 
behaviour.  Behaviour management is viewed as a shared responsibility between the school, 
home and the wider school community. 
 
Our prime aim is to reinforce acceptable and appropriate behaviours with certificates, praise, 
bonus points and class rewards.  Children will be secure and act responsibly when they know 
what is expected of them, and know the consequences for unacceptable behaviour.  

 

Peanut-free school: 
We have five children who have severe allergies to peanuts and can end up having an 
anaphylactic response requiring insulin injections and medical attention. Two of these 
children only have to touch something with peanuts in it!!! We know it is difficult to completely 
eliminate food with peanuts in it but we specially ask parents not to send food to school 
containing peanuts and we also urge parents to remind children that they shouldn’t be 
sharing food or drink at school. 

 

School Rules 
1. Follow instructions the first time given. 
2. Only one person talking at a time - hand up first. 
3. Walk quietly in the classroom. 
4. Speak politely at all times. 
5. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. 
6. Be in the right place at the right time. 
7.        Treat others with respect.  

 

A copy of our Student Management Plan and a copy of the school's policy on Student 
Management can be obtained from the school office 

 

School Uniform 
Our uniform is compulsory for all students and it is important for all children to wear the 
correct school uniform with the school logo on it. You have some choice of clothing items you 
can purchase for your children.  Uniform items are only available at  
The Grasshopper, 405 a Ilam Rd, Fendalton, Christchurch, Ph  3517666.   
 
The clothing listed below can be worn in the summer and/or winter. Eg, some children prefer 
to wear shorts all year round and this is perfectly acceptable. 
 



 

Please name all your children’s clothing. We are amazed at the amount of unclaimed 
clothing we gather at the end of the year. The ‘lost property box’ is located in the hall. 

 

COMPULSORY UNIFORM FOR GIRLS AND BOYS  
In all cases, the uniform that has our logo must not be substituted for some generic ólook 
alikeô clothing without a logo. 
 

Sweatshirt - Red with white school logo generic  

Poloshirt  -  Short/Long Sleeve - Red with white school logo 

Shorts  - Black knit 

Track pants – Black with white school logo 

Bucket Hat  - Red or Black (Terms 1&4 compulsory)                       

Shoes –Black leather, Black or white sports trainers (muted trimmings ok) Sandals 
Buckle/Velcro 

Socks - short white/black sports 

 

GIRLSô OPTIONAL SUMMER UNIFORM 
Red Gingham Short Sleeved Dress 
Cullottes –Black, worn with the red polo shirt with white school logo 

 

GIRLSô OPTIONAL  WINTER UNIFORM 
Royal Stewart Tartan Pinafore  
Poloshirt  -  Short/Long Sleeve - Red with white school logo 
Skivvy - red/white 
Blouse - white 
  

OPTIONAL  POLARFLEECE JACKET – Red with Black trim – ½ zip 
 

Avonhead has a Sun Safety Policy which requires all children to wear a red or black school 
sunhat in terms 1 and 4.  The compulsory Sunhats are sold as part of the school uniform and 
are rated SP50+. You can either buy them at ‘Grasshoppers’ or at our library.  
                                         

Children who have English as their Second Language  
Avonhead School provides special support for children who have English as their Second 
Language. Children will receive English tuition on a `one to one' or small group basis during 
afternoon school and subject specific support during the morning. 
 
Inclusion for ESOL support is automatic for children who are from new immigrant families 
and will continue until the teachers recommend total immersion into the regular classroom 
programme without support. 

 

Lunch Orders 
We do not prepare lunches at school nor do we have a canteen. We simply take lunch 
orders from children along with the correct money and hand these on to outside providers.  
Monday – Friday every week: A range of sushi and other products are available. 
Monday and Friday only: A range of options are available from Avonlea Dairy. 
Fish and chips are available to each syndicate/team once a term only. 
 
Lunch order forms are available from classrooms and the school office. Please attach the 
order form to the outside of the envelope and place the correct money inside the envelope 
and seal it. Place the order in the post-slot in the boiler room door.  Please do not expect the 
office staff to give change as we hand the envelope unopened to the outside providers. 



 

Road Safety - Transport 
Parents who transport children to and from school by car are urged not to stop on yellow 
broken lines or double park on Avonhead Road.  Driving into the school ground to drop 
children off or to collect them is also not permitted. 
 
We have two supervised crossings.  The pedestrian crossing on Avonhead Road is patrolled 
by teachers and senior students before school from 8.30am to 8.55am and again after 
school from 3.00pm to 3.15pm. The Kea Crossing on Nortons Road operates after school 
only. 
 

 

Bicycles and Scooters 
The cycle stands and Scooter Park are located behind Rooms 1-4. Bikes should be locked 
and scooters must be named. Children must walk their bicycles and scooters into the school 
grounds. Skateboards are not allowed at school. 
 

Newsletters and Notices 
The main school newsletter is written once a fortnight and will come home with the eldest 
family member attending our school.  Please note that the newsletter is put on our website at 
www.avonhead.school.nz on the day that the newsletter is published. 
 
On odd occasions notices will be sent home between newsletters.  It is important that 
children realise the importance of home notices and ensure that they are delivered to parents 
on the day of issue.   

 

 

Technology Training 
Students from Year 7 and 8 travel to the Kirkwood Technology Training Centre once a week 
for instruction in cooking, sewing, woodwork and metalwork. A fee for the cost of materials 
that your child uses is charged to parents and is payable directly to Kirkwood Intermediate. 
The Board of Trustees pays for tuition and the Ministry of Education provides free bus 
transport to and from the centre. 
 

Music Tuition 
Avonhead School enjoys a high profile in music and we have excellent tutors working with 
our musical groups at school. We have two choirs, chorale, orchestra and individual 
instrument and vocal tuition available at the school. Marilyn Farrelly is the teacher in charge 
of co-ordinating the music programme within the school and any inquiries can be directed to 
Marilyn. As your children get older, you will find more music opportunities will become 
available to be involved.  
 

Stationery 
At the start of each year children will be issued with a list of requirements for their present 
class. Some specialised stationery items can be purchased from the school through the 
library.. 
 
All New Entrant children will be given a stationery list when they are enrolled. As most of the 
stationery items are quite specialised in the junior classes, we ask that these are purchased 
from school by the third pre-entry visit so children can have their books when they start 
school. 
 
Any stationery requirements can be purchased at the school in the library. 

http://www.avonhead.school.nz/


 

School Banking 
The School operates school banking with Westpac. Thursday is school banking day. 
Students must hand in their banking to the class teacher before 8.55am. An application pack 
for banking is available from the school office. 

 

School Library  
All classes are timetabled to visit the school library at least once a week.   
The library is also open to children during lunchtimes. Pre-schoolers and their parents are 
also welcome to visit the library. 
 

Student Council 
Each year a Student Council is elected by the student body with candidates nominated from 
Year 7 and 8.  The Student Council is responsible for overseeing various monitorial duties 
throughout the school, organising social events and taking a minor role in fundraising. 

 

House System 
When children are enrolled at school, they are placed in one of four colour houses either 
Red, Green, Gold or Blue house.  Children in the same family are in the same colour house. 
 The house system is used for sports, duties, weekly competitions and other activities 
throughout the school. 
 

Homework 
Where appropriate, teachers will set class and individual homework during the year. Work 
will be a relevant, appropriate and meaningful addition to classroom programmes. Homework 
expectations vary depending on the children’s’ age and are best discussed with class 
teachers.  
 

Swimming Pool 
At the beginning of term 1, The Board of Trustees heated the swimming pool and although 
an outside pool, the temperature is set at 28 degrees Celsius! All students from New 
Entrants to Year 6 use the school pool during classroom time with the Year 7 and 8 students 
having lessons outside the school. During the swimming season when the weather is 
suitable, towels and swim wear should be at school every day as swimming is part of the 
classroom programme.  Please send a note if your child is unable to participate on any day 
and remember to name swim wear and towels clearly. 
 

Sports 
Children from Year 5 to 8 compete regularly with other Christchurch schools in a variety of 
sports including summer sports, swimming, athletics, cross country and winter sports. Sports 
uniforms are issued to Avonhead School team members when they represent the school at 
major sporting events or tournaments. 

 

CASPA 
We have an on-site, after-school programme available at the school. Please note that the 
people who run this programme are part of the CASPA programme and are not part of 
Avonhead School.  Please ring CASPA directly for more information on 349-9260 or 027-274 
0000 and speak to Tanya. 

 
 
 
 
 


